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Abstract

This study endeavors to explore the impact of games on vocabulary learning
and retention. It also compares the effect of two distinct word game types
(cooperative and competitive) on the learning and retention of vocabulary among
adults studying English at the Higher Language Institute, Damascus University.
Furthermore, the study examines the learners' attitudes regarding the use of word
games to learn vocabulary. The sample size comprised 45 learners, divided into three
groups of 15: the control group, the first experimental group which engaged in
competitive vocabulary games, and the second experimental group which engaged in
cooperative vocabulary games. All learners underwent a pre-test at the
commencement of the course to ascertain their vocabulary level. Over the course of
three weeks, the two experimental groups participated in four different vocabulary
games, while the control group acquired the target vocabulary through the usual
means of following coursebook exercises. Upon completion of the three weeks, a
post-test was conducted for all three groups to determine immediate vocabulary
learning under two different conditions, with and without vocabulary games, and to
determine which game type had a more significant impact. Furthermore, a
questionnaire was administered to the experimental groups to gather their perspectives
on the use of word games for vocabulary learning. Six weeks later, a delayed post-test
was conducted to assess the participants' ability to retain the vocabulary in all groups.
The data analysis revealed that the effect of games on both vocabulary learning and
retention was more significant than the usually used methods. Moreover, the results
demonstrated that cooperative vocabulary games had a more substantial impact on
vocabulary learning when compared to competitive games, while both game types had
a similar impact on the retention of vocabulary among participants. On the other hand,
analyzing participants' responses to the questionnaire items revealed that they viewed
using vocabulary games to learn vocabulary positively, emphasizing their rule in

facilitating their vocabulary learning, and making the process more enjoyable.
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